
IV Circulation Element

The primary role of the Circulation Element is to plan the transportation system
needed to serve proposed development as defined in the land-use element of the
General Plan. The element also has a role in planning for the future with regards to the
provision of infrastructure that services the City. The circulation system affects
growth patterns, the environment, and the quality of life of the City's residents and
workers. The system ranges from sidewalks to roadways to trails, all providing for the
safe, efficient and sometimes recreational movement of people through the City. Their
location and nature derives from - and in tum, affects - physical settlement
patterns, air quality, plant and animal habitats, noise, energy use, safety, visual
appearance, social interaction, and economic activity within the community.

The Circulation Element shows the "general location and extent of existing and
proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, tenninals, and other local public
utilities and facilities, all correlated with the land use element." While not all
inclusive, the Rancho Palos Verdes' Circulation Maps illustrate arterials, collectors,
and local streets; bus routes; public transit routes, bikeways; and trails.

The purpose of this element is to present a plan to ensure that transportation,
including public transportation services, and utilities, are constantly available to
permit orderly growth and to promote the public health, safety, and welfare. The
element provides a framework within which individual property owners can plan the
development of their property and be assured that basic infrastructure and services
are available and adequate. This element provides an area-wide assessment of the
different public transit, services, and utilities for a broader understanding of service
provision. Further, it is envisioned that transportation improvements (new or retrofit)
will provide opportunities to improve safety, access and mobility for all travelers and
recognize bicycle, pedestrian, and transit modes as integral elements of the
transportation system, thereby utilizing complete street concepts to integrate the needs
of all users of the roadway system consistent with the California Complete Streets Act
of 2008 (AB 1358).
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23. Design and construct new trails in accordance with the Trails
Network Plan and other National, State and local standards, where
appropriate.

24. When constructing paths and trails, require the use of construction
techniques that minimize the impact on the environment.

25. Where appropriate, align trails to maximize access to scenic
resources.

26. Include the bikeways in the Conceptual Bikeways Plan or alternate
approaches to provide access, prior to approval of proposals for
land development through a subdivision of land application and/or
conditional use permit application.

27. Consideration of the inclusion of bikeways in the Conceptual
Bikeways Plan, or alternate approaches to provide access during
project design is required in all Department of Public Works or
Department of Recreation and Parks projects.

Infrastructure Systems Policies
It is the policy of the City to:

28. Discourage the installation or extension of any infrastructure
component into any area known to be hazardous unless appropriate
liability safeguards (such as geological hazard abatement districts)
are in place and adequate mitigation measures are incorporated into
the design.

29. Allow new development only where adequate infrastructure
systems can reasonably be provided.

30. Require adequate landscaping or buffering techniques for all new
and existing facilities and networks, in order to reduce the visual
impact of infrastructure facilities and networks.
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Resource System Policies
It is the policy of the City to:

31. Ensure that the water resource companiesj' provides all areas of the
City with adequate water service (pfessHfe aRd flew) 'NitR
including adequate back-up and growth capabilities.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY)

32. Encourage the use of alternative water and energy generation
sources.

33. Promote, practice and encourage workable energy and water
conservation techniques.

34. Review any proposed development, major new resource uses at
water, or significant changes to water resource system for impacts
(pfessHfe aRd f.!e',', sHfge l"eteRtial) to the surrounding
neighborhood and community.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO POLICY)

35. Encourage the use of recycled/reclaimed water in the irrigation of
large open space areas including golf courses, open space areas
owned by Homeowners Associations, and City Parks and ball
fields.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED NEW POLICY)

36. Encourage the California Water Service Company to complete a
Conservation Plan that provides for the availability of a recycled
water system in the City.

(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED NEW POLICY)

37. Underground all new power lines and communications cables.
Implement programs to place existing lines and cables underground
where feasible.

38. Encourage the establishment of undergrounding assessment
districts by homeowners, in areas of existing overhead lines.

39. Investigate funding sources to be used in local undergrounding
programs for areas of existing overhead lines.
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Disposal/Recovery System Policies
It is the policy of the City to:

40. Encourage waste reduction and recycling programs.

41. Require all new developments to provide sanitary sewers connected
to the County Sanitation District's system.

42. Require the connection to the Los Angeles County Sanitation
District's sewers in in existing development if alternative sewerage
systems endanger public health, safety and welfare.

Flood Control/Storm Drain Systems Policies
It is the policy of the City to:

43. Encourage the retention of all remaining natural watercourses in
their natural state.

44. Require developers to install and develop a mechanism for ongoing
maintenance of necessary flood control devices in order to mitigate
downstream flood hazard induced by proposed upstream
developments.

45. Require that all flood control/natural water source interfaces and
systems minimize erosion.

46. Promote compliance with regulations controlling pollution impacts
generated by development runoff.

47. Promote compliance with regulations controlling discharge of
wastewater into the ocean.

Communication Systems Policies
It is the policy of the City to:

48. Investigate alternative cable communications systems that take
advantage of new technology, which could disseminate information
and issues to communities and/or the City as a whole.

49. Require the underground installation of cable communications.
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50. It shall be a policy of the City to balance the need to accommodate
wireless communications coverage in the community with the need
to protect and maintain the quality of the environment for residents.
All new proposals to construct wireless communication facilities
shall be reviewed using guidelines adopted and kept current by the
Planning Commission and where applicable considering CC&R's.
Said guidelines shall balance public and private costs and benefits
to the greatest reasonable extent, and encourage co-location of
facilities and the use of evolving wireless communication
technologies to minimize impacts.
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